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Upon arriving in the United States, many visitors are given six months to stay by 
immigration officials. This six month period is similar to a default; the Department of 
Homeland Security often gives the same length of stay to people taking a two week  
vacation as others staying with relatives for several months. The length of stay means that 
the visitor can remain in the U.S. for six months without applying for an extension. 
 
If a visitor often stays six months in the U.S., they risk being questioned about their 
immigrant intent at the border when they make another trip. And, the visitor will almost 
certainly be asked about their long stays when they apply to renew their visa. 
 
Consular officers see many people who have often stayed 6 months in the U.S. over the 
course of 10 years. While there is no limit to the number of visits that a tourist with a valid 
visa may make to the United States, the law places the burden on applicants to prove that 
they are not intending immigrants and that their ties to their home country are stronger 
than their ties to the United States. 
 
A series of long stays in a shorter time period may demonstrate that the person is using 
their non-immigrant visa to stay in the U.S. for long periods of time. In effect, the person is 
using their non-immigrant visa to live in the United States.  In such cases, that person is no 
longer legally qualified for a non-immigrant visa.  Thus, six month stays can be risky - 
although authorized, long stays outside Peru raise doubts about the ties the applicant has to 
their home country. 
 


